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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 
Peter Mason Moyes - Adjournment Debate 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [10.00 pm]:  I want to take this opportunity to recognise the 
contribution of Peter Mason Moyes and pay tribute to him as principal of Christ Church Grammar School for 30 
years.  Members might ask why I want to make comments about Peter Moyes.  I was at Christ Church Grammar 
for nine years while he was there.  I became captain of the school and made a couple of other achievements.  I 
was intimately involved with the way Peter Moyes developed the school from when he arrived there in 1951.  I 
arrived at a very tender age in 1953.  We sort of grew in the school together.  
Peter Moyes was not only an educator but also a war hero.  It is one of the things that people did not recognise.  
He came to Christ Church when the school comprised a very dilapidated group of buildings with broken 
windows.  We had to stoke the boiler.  I lived for two years on a veranda that overlooked the Swan River.  That 
was an experience in itself.  Peter Moyes took Christ Church Grammar from its dilapidated state to a showcase 
of academic excellence.  It is recognised today for its contribution to Anglican schools around Australia.  That 
was due, by and large, to Peter Moyes.  He was there for 30 years and did a tremendous job.  
I think some of his achievements as principal of Christ Church were overshadowed by his efforts and 
achievements in the war years.  He was one of 34 officers who returned from serving in the Middle East.  He 
then served in Papua New Guinea, where he made two crossings of the Kokoda Trail and was then sent to 
Moratai in Malaysia, from which he was sent back in an emaciated state.  His doctors countermanded orders to 
send him elsewhere and he was ordered to leave the Army.  From there, he and his new bride - he was married in 
1944 - left for England, where he taught for years.  He went to schools such as Kings School in Bruton, Somerset 
and then onto Winchester College in Hampshire.  I understood from Mrs Moyes that they enjoyed those years 
immensely.  They returned to Australia and then went to Geelong Grammar for another two years, where he 
taught history.  
Following that, in 1951, he was attracted to Christ Church Grammar School in its then rundown state, where he 
set about strengthening the school’s academic record.  That in itself attracted students.  In 1951, when he arrived, 
there were 259 students, and in 1981, when he left, there were 1 020 students, and the number of students has 
since grown to a much greater number.  During that time, of course, the school extended over to Mt Claremont, 
where the sporting grounds were developed.  He also oversaw some of the new buildings at Christ Church 
Grammar, including the chapel that overlooks the river, which is something he was very proud of.  Amongst all 
that, in the 1960s, general exhibitions were won by the school.  I know of three Rhodes Scholars from that era, 
including Peter Hollingsworth, Peter Edwards and Rod Eddington, who, as some members will know, went on to 
be the boss of British Airways and made a number of other great achievements around the world.  He is one of 
the people who is readily recognised as being from Christ Church Grammar School.  
Peter was very keen to see pupils with physical or intellectual disabilities accommodated in the special needs 
unit at the school.  The old boys whose children had disabilities sent their children there and received a great deal 
of support from the school.  Peter Moyes was known to me as PM² from his name Peter Mason Moyes.  Other 
people called him PM and some people called him “The Boss”.  I think his staff called him “The Legend” at 
times, among other things of course.  He saw the importance of education through enjoyment and good fun in 
education.  I often talk to people about having a good time while doing some of the things we do.  They are very 
important traits that Peter introduced to Christ Church Grammar.  On leaving that college, he rose to the 
challenge of creating lower-fee, co-educational, non-boarding community-based Anglican schools through the 
new Anglican Schools Commission.  He oversaw the development of five of them.  I was fortunate recently, in 
one of the corridors of this place, to run into a Peter Moyes Anglican Community School students from the 
Mindarie area.  We had a conversation and it was very interesting to talk about Peter’s contribution.  He 
structured those new schools financially to take advantage of the highest level of government funding and the 
marshalling of parents’ resources in a program of high parental involvement that included the cleaning of 
windows and landscaping, and he utilised the available facilities for the wider community, such as sporting 
facilities and the like.  That was all part of developing those schools and not duplicating some of the systems that 
existed at that time.  He died on 27 July at 90 years old so his work did not affect him too badly.  He lived very 
well.  He leaves a widow, Judy, and three children, Christopher, Penny and Liz.  I remember those children 
having a good time, as little nippers do, walking in and out of the cadet formations as the cadets marched up and 
down the oval.  He also had five grandchildren and a sister, Monica.  I suppose what Peter Moyes hoped for was 
to create a school in which young people could learn and think for themselves.  He was horrified at the idea of 
people coming out in one mould.  He instilled in us the hope that we would create a community in which there 
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was tolerance and understanding of the needs of other people, and an environment in which there was a real 
interest in and love of learning and in which students could appreciate the problems of the world.   
I will pass this speech onto Mrs Moyes and the family.  I want to record my respect and admiration for the job 
Peter Moyes did.  I am sure the students and staff and parents who were involved in the school also recognise his 
contribution in that manner.  

Health Issues, East Kimberley - Adjournment Debate 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [10.08 pm]:  This time last year, I travelled to the east 
Kimberley where I met a number of groups and talked about mental health and women’s issues with community 
leaders and a number of individuals.  When I got to Warnum, which some people will know as Turkey Creek, a 
week-long workshop for men, women and children who wanted to make changes in the community was just 
winding up.  The women and children had met separately from the men during the week to identify what was 
important to them as individuals and what puts them at risk.  They then met to identify what was important to 
them as couples and how to develop what they referred to as strong families and safe kids.  I was very privileged 
to be given a copy of a printout of the workshop.  I arrived just at the end of the workshop.  I was asked not to 
table that document, so I will not do so.  I am referring to some other paperwork that I have on it.  The overriding 
messages from the workshop were about respect: respect for each other, for their families, for their culture and 
for community law.   
Participants also identified that the way to achieve and retain the respect was through talking about the issues 
that were confronting them and listening to all the different options that people indicated were available, 
significantly through education and purposeful work.  The aspects that they felt put strong families and safe kids 
at risk were identified as grog; ganja; sniffing; violence and fighting; gambling; cheating on partners; jealousy; 
harassment of young women; staying out all night; promiscuity; stigmatising single women with children; and 
driving too fast.   
The participants identified heaps of strengths that they could call on to restore respect and to rebuild strong 
families and safe kids.  These included their strong sense of family; sports; stories; singing; yarning with friends 
and family; women working and sharing together; dancing; camping; fishing; and hunting.  The women made a 
very deep impression on me.  They said that not all men were the same or violent, that they were mothers and 
partners and that they wanted their men to be supported to regain their purposeful and leadership roles.  I must 
add my voice to the chorus of voices that are saying: listen to the women and help them rebuild their strong 
families and safe kids. 
I was absolutely thrilled when sometime later I read a series of newspaper articles that identified that the women 
were starting to take that leadership role and wanted to be listened to and wanted to rebuild their strong families 
and safe kids.  One newspaper article published in July is headed “Women win support for takeaway alcohol 
ban”.  It referred to women from one of the women’s resource centres having appealed for a moratorium on 
takeaway liquor sales as well as extra police, and a men’s outreach service as part of a plan to curb alcohol 
abuse.  The article states -  

Shadow indigenous affairs minister Kim Hames supported the moratorium as an interim measure but 
warned prohibition policies did not work and called for a parliamentary inquiry into preventing excess 
alcohol consumption in remote communities. 

At that time, the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Michelle Roberts, said that a moratorium would be considered.  
Sometime later another newspaper article showed a fantastic picture of two women walking across a bridge at 
Fitzroy Crossing.  One of the ladies is June Oscar, who heads the Fitzroy Women’s Resource Centre.  She said -  

Women in the Kimberley have reached a point where they have no other option but to stand up and be 
counted in all areas affecting themselves and their children.  We do not take pleasure in this.  It’s just a 
reality.   

Ms Oscar went on -  
. . . a women-only bush camp three weeks ago reaffirmed a determination by 100 Aboriginal women 
from the four language groups of the Fitzroy Valley to safeguard their children from sexual predators 
and confront those who believed domestic violence acceptable. 
. . .  
“The women of Halls Creek and surrounds have been fantastic,” said Kimberley detective Inspector 
Paul La Spina. 
“It has been a very difficult period for them but they have risen to the occasion and are helping us at 
every turn.” 
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Olive Knight, who is also from an Indigenous community south east of Fitzroy Crossing, said -  
. . . indigenous women felt a “great sense of loss” at the situation of many Aboriginal men. 
She believed all Aboriginal women wanted their men to “get well” and once again claim their 
traditional leadership roles. 
. . .  
“We need to help them get back to where they belong.” 

More recently - I think in the past week or two - another newspaper article shows another picture of June Oscar 
and Emily Parker in Perth pleading for help to tackle alcohol abuse.  The women of Fitzroy Crossing believe that 
there is broad community support for a parliamentary inquiry into alcohol abuse in the town, including an 
investigation into how the local pub owners have gone about their business and dealt with the profits.  The article 
states -  

June Oscar . . . said she did not want to leave Perth without securing commitments of support for the 
ban from Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan and Indigenous Affairs Minister Michelle Roberts. 

. . .  

She said the support of Mr O’Callaghan and Mrs Roberts was crucial.  “We need help, we can’t do this 
alone.  It’s no longer good enough to not do anything and to pretend that we have got things under 
control because we don’t,” . . .  

The article continues -  

. . . Mr O’Callaghan said the Commissioner was looking forward to meeting the women and . . . Mrs 
Roberts would get to see how determined and serious the group was to achieve a positive outcome for 
the Fitzroy community. 

I reiterate that it is important to recognise the shift in power to the women and that they want to be listened to 
and want to help rebuild their strong families and keep their kids safe. 

Regional Cabinet, Gascoyne Meeting - Adjournment Debate 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [10.15 pm]:  Last week the Gascoyne region hosted the 
thirty-ninth regional cabinet since 2001, which is a great achievement in itself.  It was particularly important to 
the Carnarvon community as it has been united on one issue - a rare find in communities these days; that is, the 
location of a justice complex, being a police station and courthouse.  It was a great result for the residents of the 
Carnarvon community to have the state government listen to their views on where the complex should go.  It was 
great to hear the Premier announce that it will be built on the site preferred by the residents of Carnarvon; that is, 
the Gascoyne Traders site.  Members might think that many issues occur when communities have a view on 
where a particular piece of infrastructure should go; however, in my short history as a member of Parliament this 
is one issue that has gathered a lot of support.  In a recent readers’ poll conducted by The Northern Guardian, 
96 per cent favoured the Traders site.  In a survey I conducted last year, 87 per cent of people in Carnarvon 
favoured the site over many sites that were suggested as alternatives for moving a major piece of infrastructure 
so that a tourism precinct for Carnarvon can be developed.  Members who know Carnarvon - a few are present in 
the chamber today - would acknowledge that Carnarvon has a wonderful outlook; that is, the Fascine.  It is very 
important that Carnarvon develops and promotes its tourism precinct, and the community therefore felt it best 
that the existing police station and courthouse on the Fascine be moved to a site further inland from the central 
business district.  That also created another opportunity for a new entry statement for Carnarvon.  It will allow 
the shire to build a road around Carnarvon, which will create a new entry statement to Carnarvon and will 
complement the cultural centre that was completed a couple of years ago.  It was therefore a great victory for the 
community of Carnarvon.  I must thank the people who got behind me and gave me support to ensure the voices 
of the community were heard by the state government, particularly by the Premier.  I also thank the Premier for 
coming to Carnarvon to make the announcement that the government would adhere to the wishes of the 
community.  It was a great result for Carnarvon.  It will lead to the community having a state-of-the-art police 
complex, with a staff of 32 working three shifts over a 24-hour period seven days a week.  It will be great to get 
that facility, as our police personnel really do need the best support that we can provide.  The government is 
providing that support in this way.  The complex will include a state-of-the-art courthouse with 
videoconferencing facilities.  Videoconferencing facilities are very important in the regions because it is 
sometimes difficult to conduct interviews or court proceedings because of the distance that people must travel.  It 
is a great result for the Carnarvon community.   
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That was not all that happened during that time.  We also had the pleasure of opening two new schools.  The 
Premier opened the new Shark Bay School in Denham last Monday.  It is a fantastic building.  The students of 
Shark Bay deserve this $9.3 million facility as their previous school was fairly run-down.  It was a great 
achievement to get that new school, and it was a pleasure to be at the opening of it.  We also opened the 
$1.1 million revamp of the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School.  That school had been run-down.  
The students are now benefiting from a wonderful new facility that will allow them to prosper and reach their 
full potential.  They were a couple of great openings which I had the privilege of attending with my colleagues 
and which highlighted the amount of infrastructure and money that the government is pouring into the Gascoyne.  
It is great to be a part of a government that is delivering to regional Western Australia.   

It was also refreshing to see that regional Western Australia is leading the way in energy technology.  Wind 
turbines that use the latest technology in the world have been built in Coral Bay at a cost of $14 million.  They 
are the first of their kind to be built in Australia and can be lowered in the event of a cyclone.  The turbines will 
generate 45 per cent of the community’s power needs and will enable Coral Bay to grow in the knowledge that it 
has a reliable power source at the same cost as that provided in the metropolitan region.  That is also important.   

It was great to be a part of the thirty-ninth regional cabinet.  It highlighted to not only me, but also the people of 
the region the importance that this government has placed on making sure that infrastructure is updated or 
provided in the Gascoyne region, which it deserves.  I thank the cabinet for holding the thirty-ninth regional 
cabinet meeting in Carnarvon.  We have highlighted the commitment that the Carpenter government has to 
regional Western Australia.   

Child Sexual Abuse, Beagle Bay - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [10.24 pm]:  I will spend a few moments this evening 
expressing my utter dismay at this government’s attitude to protecting children in this state.  Today I asked a 
question of the Minister for Child Protection about some information that was passed to me by a public servant 
about the town of Beagle Bay.  That person will remain nameless to protect that person’s identity.  I asked the 
minister whether she could confirm that the police had been to Beagle Bay to investigate three separate cases of 
child sexual abuse against little children - a six-year-old, a four-year-old and a six-month-old baby.  The baby 
had been raped and was diagnosed with gonorrhoea.  People in the town know this.  However, the minister and 
the government profess that they do not know.  I think that if I were the minister, and particularly a woman 
minister - I say “particularly a woman minister” because somehow or other it is absolutely abhorrent to a mother 
to think of a six-month-old baby being raped, mauled and infected with a disease such as gonorrhoea - I would 
not forget that.   

The point I want to make this evening is that the minister was unaware of this event.  She was unaware whether 
any of her agencies or any other government agency had further investigated this report.  She was unaware 
whether any charges had been laid against the perpetrator or perpetrators.  What that means is that those little 
children are perhaps still suffering and will continue to suffer because the perpetrators have not been brought to 
justice - they have not been charged or removed.  I find that absolutely appalling.  If the minister comes back 
tomorrow with some information, I will be interested in hearing it.  I will ask the sorts of questions that I have 
asked so often in this Parliament, such as: why is this government dragging its feet in bringing in mandatory 
reporting of child abuse when a private member’s bill, which has been thoroughly researched but which the 
government refuses to debate, is before the Legislative Assembly?  The government talks about introducing a 
bill that will bring in the mandatory reporting of sexual abuse of children aged 13 years and under.  What an 
utter disgrace that is when children are considered to be children up to the age of 18 years.   

The government plans to introduce a bill that will cover the mandatory reporting by professionals who work with 
children only of children who have a sexually transmitted disease.  Gonorrhoea is one of those diseases.  How 
disgraceful it is that the government has evidence about the abuse of Aboriginal children and other children, yet 
it is so slow to act.  Five years ago it said that it would bring in a children’s commissioner.  A year after the 
legislation was passed through the Parliament, there is still no children’s commissioner.  The government talks 
the talk, but where is the walk to protect these babies?  

I was unable to see the television program last night in which the young Aboriginal woman who has been named 
Young Australian of the Year appeared.  An article on the website Adelaidenow states - 

IT’S “about time” an emergency was declared over the abuse and violence in indigenous communities, 
a young Aboriginal role model says. 

Young Australian of the Year Tania Major told ABC TV that facing up to the reality of history is the 
only way for Australia to heal and move on from the treatment of indigenous people.  
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Ms Major, 26, has an Aboriginal mother and a white father and grew up at Kowanyama, a Cape York 
community.  

. . .  

She has seen violence and abuse and was herself sexually abused by a cousin.  

Ms Major said she speaks out on the issue to show young people they have a way out.  

“It’s happened to me and a lot of my friends are white and say ‘You know Tan, it’s happened to 
everybody’.   

“And I say ‘But why is it happening continuously in Aboriginal communities?  Why aren’t people 
doing a f---ing thing about it?’,” she said on the Enough Rope program. 

“A lot of the young people who commit suicide in our communities have been raped or molested as 
children.” 

Radical reforms intended to tackle indigenous child abuse have passed the Senate. 

The article goes on.  I challenge this government today to take note of the Young Australian of the Year and to 
listen to what she is saying and to also listen to the women whom Hon Helen Morton talked about this evening.  
Why are we not listening to the women - the mothers - in these communities and taking note of what they are 
suggesting as proper action?  Why is this government dragging its feet, Minister Chance?  Why is it dragging its 
feet over the introduction of mandatory reporting of child abuse and only then for reporting of sexual abuse, 
when there are children who are dying from neglect, disease and hunger?  They are also being violently abused. 

Hon Kim Chance:  As you ask me, the reason could be the same as why your government in eight years did 
absolutely nothing to address this issue! 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Do not go back to those days.  I have got the floor and the minister has to listen! 

Several members interjected. 

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Ken Travers):  Order, members!  If Hon Barbara Scott addresses her 
comments to the Chair and does not invite interjections from the Leader of the House, I am sure we will get 
through this debate a lot quicker. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  There is only one minister present in the house.  I have not got much option other 
than to address him. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order!  It would not matter how many ministers were in the house.  The member 
should direct her comments to the Chair and she will not get interruptions. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President, I will do that.  I will continue to say in this 
Parliament that this government is disgraceful.  It has an appalling record and it has not brought in mandatory 
reporting of child abuse.  It knows of the abuse in Beagle Bay; the police were told about the three cases.  The 
police went out to the community to investigate and no charges were laid, even though the baby has been 
diagnosed with gonorrhoea.  What has this government done about it?  Nothing. 

Two weeks ago I stood in this Parliament and I reported to this Parliament about two senior people in Aboriginal 
affairs: Lionel Quartermaine, who was a deputy chairman of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission, and Percy Johnson, a pharmacist who is highly regarded for the work that he does with 
Aboriginals.  I told the house that two weeks ago, and also that Mr Johnson is working with a diabetes program 
in the north west.  In 2004 Mr Quartermaine and Mr Johnson requested a meeting with Mr McGinty and Mr 
Carpenter to tell them that they knew of incidents of child sexual abuse.  They asked them to please sit down and 
listen to them.  I am retelling in this Parliament tonight the incident of the three young children.  The information 
has been passed on to me, and I am letting the government know through the process of the adjournment debate.  
I plead with the government, through Mr Deputy President, that it act to protect these babies.  How long can we 
stand by as a community and allow little babies to be torn inside out with lifelong injuries and diseases that will 
ruin their lives and their physical and emotional futures?  How long can we listen to these young Aboriginal 
women without doing anything?  I met one of them three weeks ago.  She is a young lawyer.  She confided in me 
of her own sexual abuse and her own revelations.  I am not prepared to talk about it just yet; I will do that at a 
later time.  She is a trained lawyer.  She has revealed some very disturbing incidents that need to come into the 
public arena.  I support Hon Helen Morton in saying that this government ought to be listening to the women to 
protect the children in Aboriginal communities.  I plead with the government to do that. 

Question put and passed.   
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House adjourned at 10.34 pm 

__________ 

 
 


